[Mesenchymal dysplasia of heart valves, cystic medianecrosis of the aorta and herpetic infection].
Histologic and immunohistochemical studies (use of antibodies for viruses of herpes simplex type 1 and 2, desmin, vimentin, SMA as well as polymerase chain reaction to DNA of viruses of herpes simplex) were made on the material of the valves taken from 1326 patients with valvular heart disease, the ascending aorta of 30 patients with aneurysm, valves of 35 deceased patients without cardiovascular pathology. As a result, expression of viruses of herpes simplex type 1 and/or 2 was found in all cases with mesenchymal dysplasia and cystic medianecrosis in endotheliocytes, fibroblasts, smooth muscle cells of valves and aorta. This indicates the role of these viruses in the pathogenesis of these diseases and their common etiology.